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Journal  op  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Blessing  of  Hunt  held  at  Goss  Church 


A  little  over  five  years  ago,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Goss  Church  near  Columbia 
began  to  pray  for  God  to  show  diem  a 
unique  ministry  to  take  the  Gospel  to  the 
unreached  in  their  community.  He 
answered  in  a  big  way. 

"We  felt  led  to  do  something  with 
hunters,"  said  Mark  McArthur,  Goss 
Church  pastor.  "Hunting  is  very  popu¬ 
lar  around  here  and  we  thought,  'Tney 
have  the  Blessing  of  the  Fleet  down  on 
the  Gulf  Coast,  so  why  don't  we  have  a 
'Blessing  of  he  Hunt?’ 

"The  first  Blessing  of  the  Hunt  five 
years  ago  drew  about  200  people.  The 
next  year,  300  people  came.  By  the 
fourth  year,  we  had  bOO  people  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  20  decisions.  This  year,  over 
800  people  came  and  we  recorded  53 
decisions,"  McArthur  said. 

The  Blessing  of  he  Hunt  has  been  held 
each  year  in  the  gym  of  he  church's 
Family  Life  Center,  which  was  packed  to 
overflowing  on  November  13.  “We  have  a 
lot  of  ourcrforchToIks  who  attend,  but  we 
want  to  keep  his  an  evangelistic  outreach 
so  we  stress  hat  members  should  invite 
and  friends  who  don't  go 
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STANDING  ROOM  ONLY  —  pastor  of  Goss  Church  near  Columbia, 

speak*  to  the  pSCBecThouse  assembled  in  the  gym  of  he  church's  Family  Life  Center  for 
tne  fifth  annual  Blessing  of  the  Hunt  on  November  13.  The  unique  event  has  grown  to 
the  point  that  next  year's  Blessing  will  be  moved  to  the  3, 000-seat  Expo  Center  in 
Columbia.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


to  church.  We  don't  want  this  to  turn  into 
a  church  social,"  McArthur  said. 

McArthur  said  he  is  not  aware  of  anoth 
er  Blessing  of  the  Hunt  in  the  state.  "I  know  hunting  skits;  Ben  Willoughby,  outdoors 
here  are  quite  a  few  churches  hat  have  writer  for  the  Hattiesburg  American 
wild  game  dinners  and  events  like  that 
and  hose  are  good  ideas,  but  I  don't  know 
of  another  Blessing  of  he  Hunt"  he  said. 

Program  personalities  over  the  years 
have  included  Mississippi  entertainer  and 
outdoors  enthusiast  Paul  Ott  Magnolia 


The  church's  Baptist  Women  provided 
ough  jambayla  -  the  spicy,  rice-based 
uisiana  dish  -  to  feed  he  crowd.  Other 
church  members  served  as  a  setup  and 
iry ‘Miller,  an  outdoors  speaker  and  for-  take-down  crew.  Other  jobs  large  and 
?r  Tennessee  Baptist  pastor.  smalt  too  numerous  to  mention,  were  also 

The  2009  program  will  include  Jason  handled  by  church  members, 
uise,  founder  and  president  of  he  One  attraction  hat  had  people  from  as 
itdoor  Ministry  Network  and  an  far  away  as  Baton  Rouge  lining  up  at  the 
-  author  who  has  been  published  by  door  hours  before  the  event  began  were  he 
rB&H  Publishing  Group  at  LifeWay  outdoors  and  hunting  vendors  who 
I  Christian  Resources  of  he  Sou  hem  brought  their  wares  to  the  Blessing  and 
I  Baptist  Convention.  donated  over  100  door  prizes. 


the  church  that  is  absolutely  necessary  the  point  that  a  decision  has  been  made  to 
for  an  event  like  this  to  be  successful  book  he  3,000-seat  Expo  Center  in 

#in  reaching  he  unchurched.  We  Columbia  for  the  2009  Blessing  of  the  Hunt. 

couldn't  put  this  on  if  we  weren't  "We've  caught  a  vision  to  expand  his 
united  about  reaching  people  in  this  into  an  all-day  event  with  exhibitors, 
area  for  Christ,"  McArthur  said.  demonstrations,  training  sessions,  and 

Handling  a  crowd  as  large  as  the  other  items,  hen  we  would  finish  with  he 
one  at  his  year's  Blessingof the  Hunt  evening  Blessing  of  he  Hunt.  We  hope  to 
requires  a  massive  effort.  The  church's  do  hat  at  some  point  in  the  near  future, 
lighted  sports  field  was  turned  into  a  "It's  amazing;  to  see  what  God  can  do 
parking  lot,  and  that  required  church  when  His  people  allow  Him  to  work  in 
,  ,  ,  ,  ,  „  members  who  to  serve  as  parking  lot  heir  lives  and  through  His  church," 

1  —  As  part  of  the  Blessing  of  the  Hunt  held  at  Goss  Church  attendants.  Multiple  sign-in  tames  McArthur  said.  "We're  tnrilled  and  hum- 
ivember  1 3,  the  church's  Baptist  Women  coordinated  the  were  set  up  at  the  entrance  to  the  gym,  bled  to  be  used  of  God  in  this  special  way. 
to  the  standing  room  only  crowd  that  showed  up  for  he  where  church  members  distributed  The  whole  purpose  is  to  bring  honor  to 
imated  attendance  topped  800  this  year.  (Photo  by  William  evangelistic  tracts,  programs,  decision  Christ  and  be  used  by  Him,  and  we  give 

cards,  and  other  materials.  Him  all  die  glory." 
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The  unkindest  gift  of  all 


Jn  case  you  don't  know  what  to  get 
that  special  teenager 
Christmas  gift  list  this  yej 
siderate  folks  at  Planned  I 
have  the  perfect  answer  -  a 
cate  for  an  abortion.  i  JPi 

From  the  folks  who  gave  us  'Choice 
on  Earth'  Christmas  cards  last  year  in  a 
twisted  effort  to  commemorate  this 
country's  modern-day  Slaughter  of  the 
Innocents  that  has  claimed  more  than 
50  million  babies,  the  Indiana  state  affil¬ 
iate  of  Planned  Parenthood  is 

■  offering  gift  certificates  that 
can  be  redeemed  for  any  of 
their  'services  ' 


California  at  Los  Angeles  who  founded 
the  pro-life  student  magazine  The 
Advocate,  recently  posed  as  *  young 
teenager  seeking  an  abortion  at  a  Planned 
Parenthood  of  Los  Angeles  clinic  in  Santa 
Monica,  Ca.  During  her  visit  to  the  clinic, 
a  Planned  Parenthood  employee  coun¬ 
seled  her  to  lie  about  her  age  so  she  could 
get  die  abortion  and  protect  her  fictional 
23-year-old  adult  boyfriend. 

*If  you're  15,  we  have  to  report  it.  If 
you're  not,  if  you're  older  tnan  that, 
then  we  don't  need  to,'  the  Planned 
Parenthood  employee  explained  as 
Rose  secretly  taped  the  conversation. 
'You  could  say  16...  well,  just  figure  out 
a  birth  date  that  works.  And  I  don't 
know  anything." 

There  it  was,  on  tape  and  irrefutable. 
Planned  Parenthood  was  committing  a 
crime,  and  what  was  their  reaction? 
They  notified  Rose  that  she  was  going 
to  be  sued  if  she  didn't  take  down  her 
Internet  investigative  reports.  Faced 
with  the  threat  of  financial  ruin,  she 
was  forced  to  delete  the  reports  —  but 
not  before  other  news  media  outlets  had 
reported  the  story. 

'This  lawsuit  threat  is  an  example  of 
Planned  Parenthood  using  intimidation 
against  those  willing  to  expose  its 
crimes,"  Rose  told  The  Christian  Post. 
"Planned  Parenthood  is  a  $900  million 
operation.  Instead  of  threatening  me 
with  a  lawsuit.  Planned  Parenthood 
should  call  a  press  conference  condemn¬ 
ing  its  staffers  and  promising  major 
reform  to  protect  young  girls.  Instead, 
they  are  threatening  a  college  student. 

''Imagine  a  major  corporation  had  been 
exposed  for  committingcrimes  in  order  to 
pad  its  bottom  line.  There  would  be  a 
parade  of  congressmen  demanding  hear- 
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Former  Miss.  Baptist  Convention  president  dies 
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rd  was  a  gift1  humble  spirit  and  then  amazed 
ulpiteer.  But  by  his  keen  razor  sharp  intellect, 
ips  his  kind-  Mississippi  has  been  blessed  by 
gentle  spirit,  the  man  who  came  to  be  pastor 


served  as  pastor 
of  First  Church, 
San  Antonio, 
Texas,  and  as 
president  of 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 

Franklin  Dawes  Pollard,  former 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
(MBC)  president  and  retired 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
died  Nov.  30  at  his  home  in  foe 
San  Francisco  area.  He  was  74  I 
years  of  age  and  had  been  bat-  between  nis  stints 
tling  Parkinson's  Disease.  in  Jackson. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  "While  hymns 
at  2  p.m.  on  December  11  in  foe  were  being 
main  sanctuary  of  First  Church,  played  on  a  key- 
Jackson.  board  next  to  his 

Pollard,  a  former  president  bed.  Dr.  Pollard 
of  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  slipped  into  eter- 
Mill  Valley,  Ca.,  and  nominee  nity  and  into  the 
for  president  of  the  Southern  presence  of  foe 
Baptist  Convention,  was  foe  God  he  has  faith- 
voice  of  The  Baptist  Hour  radio  fully  served  for 
program  for  more  than  20  many  years,"  sak 
years.  He  was  also  featured  on  Stan  Buckley,  wh< 
a  TV  version  of  foe  program  succeeded  Pollarc 
and  on  another  TVprogram,  At  First  Church,  Jade 
Home  with  foe  Bible.  He  also  not  fully  know 


:SJ«  I  and  authentic  at  First  Baptist 
I  humility  are  what  and  cast  his  si 
gy  |  those  who  knew  entire  state. 

4  |  him  will  remem-  "On  many 

*  fW  I  ber  most  He  was  heard  Dr.  Pol 
|  always  an  encour-  was  not  from 
|  ager,  always  posi-  he  got  here 
|  tive,  and  always  could.  He  cai 
•  v  I  saw  foe  good  in  he  loved,  and 

ofoe»”  lives.  While- 

,9  Jim  Futral,  greatly,  we 
iSf  ’  Jfrrl  executive  director  because  he  ca 

\  of  foe  Mississippi  Pollard,  a 

Baptist  Texas,  was  a  , 
Convention  A&M Univera 
Pollard  Board,  was  pastor  of  foe  baseba 

of  Broadmoor  also  grai 
t  of  Church  in  Jackson  (now  located  Southwestern 
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;  will  in  Madison)  during  Pollard's  Worth  with  a  master  oi 
aid's  tenure  at  Pint  Church,  Jackson.  degree  and  from  New 
until  "Dr.  Frank  Pollard  will  be  Seminary  with  a  doctoi 
even,  missed  by  all  of  us,"  Futral  said,  istiy  degree, 
at  he  "For  evenrone  who  knew  him,  it  Pollaid  is  survived 
liter-  only  took  minutes  before  you  wife  Jane,  son  Brent,  < 
were  impacted  by  and  Suzanne  Pollard  Kelly, 
Dr.  impressed  py  his  gentle  and  granddaughter. 
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Missionaries  work  through  financial  crisis 

RICHMOND,  Va.  — 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


It  hasn’t  been  easy.  Between 
Ae  joys  of  new  believers  and 
churches  starting,  Moses  also  has 
endured  bitter  disappointments 
and  devastating  personal 
tragedy  —  including  the  loss  of 
his  wife  Jan  to  cancer  last  year. 

It's  this  deep  sense  of  calling 
that  helps  drive  and  sustain 
Moses  and  die  more  than  5,500 
other  missionaries  who  serve 
with  die  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB). 


Published  Since  1877 


GOING  TO  CHURCH  —  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Charlie  and  Shannon  Worthy  and 
three  of  their  four  children  enjoy  a  metro  ride  to  church  in  Naples,  Italy,  me  worldwide  econom¬ 
ic  turmoil  hits  missionaries  like  the  Worthys  especially  hard,  given  the  dollar's  weakened 
exchange  rate  against  the  euro.  Each  dollar  exchanged  for  a  euro  by  missionaries  like  the 
Worthys  instantly  loses  20%  of  its  buying  power.  (BP  photo) 


Called  to  persevere 

Today  these  missionaries 
must  hold  fast  to  their  calling  as 
they  experience  the  fallout  of  a 
burgeoning  economic  crisis. 

That's  because  missionaries' 
ability  to  live  out  the  Great 
Commission  on  the  mission 
field  depends  on  the  generosity 
of  Southern  Baptists'  gifts 
through  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  Lottie  Moon 
Chnstmas  Offering. 

Those  financial  lifelines  are 
"the  umbilical  cord  that  keepfe 
our  heart  pumping,  our  feet 
moving  ana  our  hands  serving," 

Moses  says.  "I  used  to  wonder 
what  I  would  do  if,  for  some  rea¬ 
son,  my  support  horn  Southern  _ 

Baptists  dried  up.  I've  watched  Western  Europe  are  among  the  the 
other  missionaries  who  don't  hardest  hit.  Each  time  they  Christmas  Offering  is  $170  mil 

have  die  support  structure  we're  exchange  a  dollar  for  a  euro  —  lion.  Though  the  fi 

privileged  to  receive.  They  spend  the  currency  of  th*T  European  sound  intimidating  i 
so  much  of  their  time  focused  on  Union  —  they're  losing  20%  of  America's  struggling 
raising  support  that  it  limits  their  that  dollar's  value.  IMB  President  Jerr 

effectiveness  overseas."  Christopher  Watts  and  his  encourages  churches 

Earlier  this  year,  the  U.S.  wife  Colleen  are  Southern  God's  providence  an 
dollar  lost  an  average  of  12%  Baptist  missionaries  from  their  120-year  trad  i tic 
of  its  value  in  the  world  mar-  Georgia  who've  served  in  Rome  ful  Lottie  Moon  supp 
ketplace  —  a  daunting  drop  since  2004.  Less  than  one-tenth  of  "I  know  that  a  ren 

given  that  85%  of  the  IMB  s  one  percent  of  the  city’s  popula-  my  hasn't  changed 
$300  million  budget  is  spent  tion  of  4.1  million  is  evangelical  Baptists'  heart  for  the  lost  any 
overseas.  Though  the  dollar  is  Christian.  Watts  calls  Bus  av,trag-  more  than  it  has  changed  mis- 

rebounding,  it  has  not  yet  ic  reality"  givtln  that  the  Apostle  ~  sionaries'  call  tc 

recovered  the  buying  power  it  Paul  himself  helped  lay  the  foun-  says  Rankin, 
had  prior  to  the  aecune.  dation  of  the  church  in  Rome. 


"This  means  that  the  $150.4  "The  last  two  years  have  been  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi 
million  given  to  the  2007  Lottie  pretty  tough  for  us,"  he  says.  College  in  Clinton. 

Moon  Christmas  Offering  ’The  exchange  rate  is  killing  us,  "Difficult  circumstances  don't 

spends  more  like  $132  million  —  and  while  the  IMB  has  done  a  excuse  us  from  fulfilling  our 
a  loss  of  more  than  $18  million  in  fantastic  job  trying  to  keep  up  Great  Commission  mandate, 
purchasing  power,"  explains  with  it,  it's  made  life  harder...  1  Hardship  and  sacrifice,  even 
David  Steverson,  the  just  hope  people  are  able  to  rec-  danger,  are  all  part  of  the  task 
International  Mission  Board's  cgnize  the  priority  that  missions  Chnst  has  called  us  to.  We  are 
financial  chief.  "To  make  matters  should  take  in  the  life  of  every  asked  only  to  obey  and  entrust 
worse,  Lottie  Moon  giving  isn't  Christian  and  find  a  way  to  con-  the  rest  to  our  heavenly  Father." 
keeping  pace  with  inflation  tinue  to  give.  We  can't  accom-  Whatever  the  outcome  of  this 

(three  to  four  percent  annually)...  plish  the  task  without  them."  year's  Lottie  Moon  offering. 
In  accounting  terms  it's  what  we  Watts  offers  his  heartfelt  thanks 

would  call  a  double  whammy.  "  Heart  for  the  lost  for  Southern  Baptists'  support. 

Missionaries  serving  in  Southern  Baptists'  goal  for  "There  are  no  words  that  can 

2008  Lottie  Moon  express  how  much  my  family 

appreciates  how  well  our  Baptist 
brothers  and  sisters  take  care  of 
light  of  us,"  he  says.  "Their  prayers  sus- 
>nomy,  tain  our  ministries,  our  spirits 
lankin  and  our  health,  and  their  nnan- 
rest  in  dal  gifts  put  a  roof  over  our 
heads  and  food  on  our  tables,  not 
to  mention  Bibles  in  the  hands  of 
the  lost  and  medidne  in  the 
hands  of  the  sick  and  suffering. 

"Without  their  prayers  and 
their  gifts,  the  whole  thing  falls 
apart.  Our  churches  in  the 
them,"  States  are  truly  the  solid 
native  ground  upon  which  God 
uilds  our  ministries." 


us  Christ  P 

Requests  the  •- 

Honor  of 
>  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven’. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  xvords: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

I 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

z  But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.”  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


ippian  and  graduate  of 


Two  teams  of  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief  volunteers  spend  11  days 
in  Honduras  Nov.  24-Dec.  5,  helping  distribute  nearly  one  million  pounds 
of  food  sent  there  by  Mississippians  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Mitch. 


Miwissippi  ranks  seventh  among  Baptist  state  conventions  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  study  course  awards  given  during  the  1987-88  year,  with  41,788 
according  to  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville.  Hinds- 
Mad  ison  Association  in  Jackson  is  17th  among  the  top  25  associations. 


William  Carey  College,  the  "college  that  refused  to  die,"  is  award¬ 
ed  full  membership  in  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  Schools. 


December  11, 2006 
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I  was  talking  with  Rick  I 
Courtney  and  thanking  him  for  J 
his  email  information  that  comes  1 
to  my  desk  related  to  Elder  Law.  ^ 
Rick  is  an  attorney  who  special-  | 
izes  in  law  as  it  relates  to  the  i  J 
needs  of  older  folks  and  our  sur-  g 

viving.  I  told  him  if  and  when  I 

ever  get  old  I  would  contact  him.  M 
That  fed  into  a  conversation  with 
him  about  senior  adults.  We  haj 
begin  to  talk  about  what  to  call  nai 
older  folks.  I  do  not  know  if  ob 
there  is  a  term  that  any  of  them  the 
would  agree  upon.  Just  about  shi 
anything  that  you  can  pick  does  otr 
not  fit  90ine  of  them  and  does 
not  agree  with  many  of  them.  Fir 
Some  do  not  mind  being  called  Re 
senior  adults  and  others  squinch  he 
up  their  faces  and  use  strong  ser 
non-verbal  language  to  let  you  vk 
know  you  have  touched  a  nerve,  no 

Many  of  our  churches  have  da 
tried  to  come  up  with  cute  and  Jot 
meaningful  tags,  that  occasion-  an 
ally  wont  but  sometimes  tl  “ 
not  work  for  everybody. 

Triple  L  Club  —  Live  Lc 
Like  It  or  something 
was  one  I  heard.  On 
called  them  fire  Next 
Chib.  Some  simply  refer  to  them 
as  Mature  Adults.  That  does  not 
go  over  big. 

Rick  told  me  that  he  was 
speaking  to  a  group  of  older 
adults  when  drey  let  him  know 
that  they  did  not  want  to  be 
called  seniors  or  other  tags.  He 
said,  "Well,  that  is  fine."  He 
said,  “I  have  a  friend  who 
restores  old  cars  and  you  know 
what  they  call  them? 
folks  almost  in  unison 
ed  to  say,  "Yeah,  drey 
antiques  and  we  do  not  want  to 
be  called  that."  Rick  said,  "No, 

I  am  not  talking  about  antiques,  years. 
They  call  them  classics."  He  of  tin 
suggested  to  them  that  maybe  drey  c 


aD  of  the  time,  energy  ar 
fixing  up  an  old  195' 
without  enjoying  it  A 


kept  up,  kept  around,  dusted  off, 
petted,  pampered,  and  revered 
because  it  is  enjoyable. 
Occasionally  you  may  run  into 
an  older  adult  who  for  a  variety 
of  reasons  may  be  less  than 
enjoyable.  They  may  have  been 
through  some  of  the  difficulties 
of  life  and  just  seem  to  not  let 
them  go.  They  may  have  had 
disappointments,  health  chal- 

•  •  •  #  v*  a  a  _  _ _ a  A 


Jim  Futral,  executive  atrector-tn 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
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would 


BLQNIQL:  WE  WL  ECQ 


and  the 


those  things  do  not  form 
enoeof  apersorv  It  is  love 
rives  you  to  teach  out  to 


the  list 


DWCE  AC  DAO.  QUGQL 


WVYL  EUA:  QWDGE 


not  in  the  wa 


lUim  iw.van  to  ouu  •  ” - - - , — T  ,  ^  , 

and  still  visiting  the  hospitals*  more  meaningful  than  ^  the 
enriching  all  of  our  lives,  and  doing, 
has  passed  his  90th  birthday.  I  around 

even  Mary  Evahs,  the  lifelong  6bm-  hadfestafeg  to  a  sevr 

church  talk  to  you  about  current  events,  panion  of  Rev.  Pete  Evans,  a  *  .* 

the  sirudrug  of  the  Titanic,  and  wonderful  pastor  in  our  state  me.  Wdl  at  J®}**  1 
could  light  up  a  room  with  her  who  served  for  decades.  A  few  one  leg  to  stand  on. 

engaging  personality.  I  am  years  ago  i - _ —  „ 

telling  you,  there  are  classics  all  gave  me  something  that  I  cher- 
around  us  virtually  every  time  tsh  and  will  continue  to  cherish 
we  come  to  chuioi,  whenever  through  my  lifetime.  It  is  abro- 
we  walk  down  the  street,  or  stop  ken  trophy.  In  fad,  it  is  not 
by  their  homes.  If  you  do  not  actually  the  trophy  but  it  is  the 
take  the  time  to  see  and  know  base  of  die  trophy.  It  simply 
them,  you  have  trussed  out  says,  "City  Champs"  and  the 

The  classics  are  not  only  trophy  is  one  that 
valuable  -  they  are  usable .  of  guys  won  playing  football 
Well  the  Occasionally,  it  still  happens  and  with  Pete  Evans  as  our  coach. 

it  is  almost  a  visual  shock  when  It  was  peewee  football  and  I 
an  old  Model  T  comes  down  the  had  long,  long  ago  lost  my  tro- 
road.  It  is  still  running  and  still  phy  or  possibly,  it  had  been 
transporting  after  all  of  these  thrown  away.  Mary  was 
Classics  don't  spend  a  lot  thoughtful  enough  to  ask  if  I 

e  worrying  about  what  might  want  that  piece  of  trophy  by  all  that  it  was  and  i 
m't  do,  but  they  do  what  that  was  leftover.  In  so  doing.  In  time,  may  we  all  be  worthy  of 

in.  I  have  known  people  she  blessed  my  life  beyond  being  called  a  classic, 
rere  at  the  upper  levels  of  measure  with  a  flood  of  lifelong  ”  “  7  ... 

and  they  spent  a  good  precious  memories  that  she  and  Thejauthor  can  be  contacted  at 
P  time  recounting  all  <3  the  ner  husband  had  been  to  me.  jfuL 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week* 
puzzle  :  Co/ossians  Four  One 


years.  mat  go  on  enjoying  lire  umu  u 

Recently,  I  was  talking  to  is  over.  A  dear  old  friend,  who 

-  - .  j  com-  had  lost  a  leg  to  a  severe  diabet- 

— i  of  Rev.  Pete  Evans;  a  k  condition,  smiled  and  said  to 
and  Wonderful  pastor  in  our  state  me.  "Well  at  feast  I  still  have 

j  j _ _! _ one  leg  to  stand  on.  A  lady, 

after  Pete  died  Mary  who  had  lost  her  hair  because 
*  of  the  chemotherapy,  said  to 
me,  "I  will  save  a  lot  of  money 
on  hairspray."  A  fellow  became 
a  diabetic  and  told  folks  that  in 
his  older  years  he  was  getting 
so  sweet  that  he  was  turning 
"plum  to  sugar." 

a  team  As  the  years  pass  by  dassk 
cars  seem  to  adapt  and  find  their 
place  in  die  progress  of  develop¬ 
ment.  While  folks  may  go  to  the 


DISCOVER  MOW  TO  USf  IIK  CABIN  IN  GATLINBURG  FOR  RENT: 
Insurance  while  you're  alive!  team  the  2  bedmn  2  view 

IE*  ^rTam.ly8^  "<«mabon  £^55-4469  or  832-922- 

don't  know.  0401/0141.  Email  pdiw4760ftatt.net 

asset.  Free  report  800-443-0641,  24/7.  m»iuunci|i 

l^MCy  Insurance  Agency,  PllC. -  VSsUlhe  majestic  Alps  of  German*  Austria. 

GULF  SHORES  VACATION  HOME;  Tri  MteM  21 T My  1.  201ft 

Winter  special  $269/wk.  or  (only  one  weehendk  See  #>e  world  famous 
$  1000/mo.  Call  225-241 -5667  or  visit  passion  play  Contact  Rev.  BUI  Stanford 


FULL-TIME  MINISTRY  ASSISTANT 

needed:  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church, 
5950  Terry  Road,  Byram,  MS  39272. 
601-372-0132.  Send  resume  to 
lamiefthillcreslbyram.org. 

www.hillcroslbyram.orit _ 

LIBERTY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Rope,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
minister  of  music  and  a  part-time 
youth  minister.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  5033  Rope- Water 
Valley  Rd  Rope.  MS,  38658. 

NEW  ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Crystal  Springs,  Mbs.,  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  part-time,  bi-vocational 
worship  leader/music  minister.  Please 
mail  resume  to:  Music  Search  Team, 
12023  New  '  Zion  Road,  Crystal 
39059  or  email  to: 


itcom. 


And  want  to  recover  losses 
We  Can  Help! 
with  a  Fixed 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 


FOR  RENT:  CONDO  IN  FT  WALTON  STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
Beach  Florida.  As  owner,  I  can  make  and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass. 

your  vacation  affordable.  Call  Lucy  at  lackson,  877-477-1899. _ _ __ 

770-831 -3651  or  email  CLARK  AUCTIONS:  PERSONAL  ESTATES. 

sglucyftwmconnect.com. _  business  liquidations  and  real  etftse.  Ws 

CHURCH  PEWS-  12  FOOT  SOLID  selin  todays.  Nick  Clark,  R.E.  broker,  auc- 
oak  pews,  very  good  condition  we  tkmeec  #1145.  Call  601-317-2516, 
have  28.  One  or  all  pick  up  only,  wwwni 
662-213-1234  or  662-231-2940.  OSCOI 

FOR  BEST  RATES  ON:  MEDICARE  Bapfe^ 
supplements.  Major  Medical  &  wall  era 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as  pet,  sig 
well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
Insurance,  1-800-541-8196  or  visit 


Springs,  MS 

newrionbftbellsouth.net. _ 

FBC  MAGNOLIA,  MBS^  IS  SKUNG 
a  full-time  ministry  assistant.  Please 
send  resume  to  Cecil  Cutrer,  chair  per¬ 
sonnel  comm..,  FBC  Magnolia,  126 


O’Mlre  Financial  Services 
406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 

1-800-844-3254 

601-957-3841 

CuarafttMt  baaed  on  *•  cU*ma  payin*  ab.m>  o< 


SIDING, 


NURSERY  WORKER  NEEDED:  BED- 
BABY  room,  during  all  services.  Mail 
resume  to  Kathy  Bayies,  Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church,  5950 Terry  Rd..  Byram, 
MS  39272. 


Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound  Also,  church  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOC 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  ertimxfti  Davis  Uphobfc 
information  call  662  4S3-7424  or  fax  Mbs,  phone  601-7764617. 
us  at  662-455-6743. 


life  firsthand 


J  student,  others  experience  mission 

•JD,  Vk.  (BP  and  cultural  major  at  MSU  and  of  the  needs  around  the 
)  —  Living  in  a  member  of  First  Church  in  El  world.  He  is  committed  to 
no  running  water  Dorado,  Ark.  "When  you  don’t  mobilizing  others  to  serve, 
hs  and  eating  fish  have  to  support  yourself  over-  He  has  led  by  example." 
very  meal  may  not  seas,  that  means  you  can  dedi- 
most  people,  cate  all  your  time  to  ministry."  Life-changing 

State  University  This  year’s  Lottie  Moon  Students'  lives  are  being 
ent  Brad  Gaunt,  Christmas  Offering  goal  is  $170  changed  by  serving  overseas, 
reloped  a  taste  for  million.  Last  year.  Southern  said  Chad  Stillwell,  who  heads 
nisnon  field  as  a  Baptists  gave  a  record  $150.4  up  the  IMB's  Hands  On  program, 
orker  in  Africa.  million  to  the  offering,  but  fell  Many  of  die  students  are  learning 
ume  away  with  an  short  of  the  $165  million  goal.  In  that  becoming  a  missionary  takes 
for  die  Lottie  addition  to  helping  with  the  sacrifice.  Though  die  Lottie 
istmas  Offering.  Hands  On  program, die  offering  Moon  offering  and  the 
rateful  for  the  no-  and  the  Cooperative  Program  Cooperative  Program  helped, 
nodations  provid-  also  provide  support  for  more  Hands  On  students  offset  most  of 
offering  while  he  than  5,500  missionaries.  the  costs.  Each  student  pays  a  flat 

Gospel  in  Senegal  Gaunt  plans  to  return  full  rate  that  covers  airfare,  insurance, 

Lebou,  a  Muslim  time  to  the  mission  field  after  visa,  and  training  materials. 

),000.  finishing  his  education.  "I’m  Aubrey  Brown  learned 

5  one  of  more  than  sold,"  (Sunt  said.  "As  soon  as  I  about  sacrifice  and  the  imoor- 
sskxiarieswhopar-  get  my  degree,  get  my  semi-  tance  of  the  Lottie  Moon 
spring  in  the  Hands  nary  requirements...  Tm  ready  Christmas  Offering  while 
of  the  International  to  get  bade  over  there."  working  in  Tanzania  with  a 

rd  (IMBX  Some  of  Gaunt's  Christian  witness  Hands  On  team.  Living  in  the 
his  food,  lodging,  isn't  isolated  to  faraway  places,  mountains  in  a  mud  hut  with 
Elation  were  offset  however.  concrete  floors  and  no  electrid- 

of  the  Lottie  Moon  "As  a  student  at  MSU,  Brad  ty  or  running  water.  Brown  —  a 
Dffering  and  the  has  taken  an  active  role  in  member  of  First  Church  in 

taking  the  Gospel  to  the  Raymore,  Mo.  —  taught 
nations,"  said  Michael  Ball  English  in  a  small  school. 

Baptist  Student  Union  direc-  The  only  existing  supplies 
tor  at  MSU.  "He  has  worked  were  chalk  and  a  chalkboard, 
with  our  weekly  International  Through  the  offering  and  read- 

to  build  ing  supplies  donated  by  her 


State  University 


LEARNING  THE  ROPES  -  Mississipp 
Brad  Gaunt  (right),  who  served  as  a  stu< 
International  Mission  Board's  Hands  O 
side  a  Lebou  fisherman  on  the  coast  of 
ber  of  First  Church,  El  Dorado,  Ar.,  said 
ciation  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
months  of  service.  The  offering  helped  offset 
expenses.  (BP  photo) 


The  Hands  On  program, 
which  gives  seminary  and 
college  students  a  semester  of 


•nee  in  Africa, 


will  expandT to  other  countries  Ministry  seel 
*  ~  \  relationships 


students 

from  other  countries. 

"As  our  BSU  Missions 
Chairman  this  year,  he  has 
helped  educate  other  students 


in  January. 

"(The  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering]  takes  a 
huge  weighs  off  your  shoul¬ 
ders,"  sakfGirunt,  a  senior  agri- 


"In  Chicago,  the  Cook  Best  family  advertisers  determined  by  PTC  t< 

County  Circuit  Court  system  Coca-Cola,  Whirlpool  and  ily  friendly  —  were  ra 
reported  that  divorce  and  Hewlett-Packard  were  ranked  best  while  those  cc 
separation  filings  fell  by  600  among  the  10  best  television  with  the  most  ads  on 
—  or  roughly  five  percent  —  advertisers  based  on  the  con-  shows  were  ranked  tr 
during  the  first  nine  months  tent  in  prime  time  broadcast  "Parents  can  thank 
of  the  year;  compared  to  the  programs  they  chose  to  sup-  the  advertisers  on  the 
same  period  last  year,"  port  according  to  the  Parents  for  enabling  the  net 
Johnson  wrote.  "Comparable  Television  Council  (PTC),  a  pump  some  of  the  me 
drops  have  been  reported  in  pro-family  watchdog  group.  ing  and  outrageous  a 
Fresno  County,  Ca.,  and  "The  role  that  television  the  air  today  directly 

Comanche  County,  Ok."  advertisers  play  in  determining  living  rooms.  Winter 

Miami-Dade  County  what  type  of  content  comes  into  The  10  worst  ad 
reported  an  18%  drop  in  every  home  in  America  cannot  according  to  PTC,  wer 
divorce  filings  from  January  be  overstated,"  Tim  Winter;  die  Motors  Corporation; 
to  May,  die  article  said,  com-  group's  president,  said  in  a  North  America;  LOr 
pared  to  the  same  period  last  news  release  Nov.  24.  "We  com-  Pepri-Cola  hlorth 
year.  The  Miami  area  has  seen  mend  the  advertisers  on  our  GlaxoSmithKline  ] 
home  prices  fall  by  about  20%  best  list  that  have  chosen  to  Reddtt  Benddser; 
during  the  same  period,’  associate  their  hard-earned  cor-  Corporation;  Kohls  Co 
adding  to  speculation  that  porate  brands  with  positive  Verizon  Commumcat 
people  can  barely  pay  for  one  programming  that  the  entire  Toyota  Motor  Norm  Ai 


more  distressed  couples  are 
puttirw  off  divorce  because  the 
cost  of  splitting  up  is  prohibitive 
in  a  time  of  stagnant  salaries, 


one  child  from  $53,000  to  home,  much  less  two.  family  can  wah*  together. 

$188,000  in  attorneys’  fees,  Johnson  said  divorce  rates  The  10  best  PTC  advertisers 
financial  advice,  counseling,  tend  to  rise  historically  dur-  are  Coca-Cola;  The  Clorox 
and  real  estate  costs  for  buying  ing  hard  economic  times,  but  Company;  Century  21  Real 
or  renting  separate  homes.  this  downturn  is  different  Estate;  H&R  Block;  Ferrero  SpA 

Ten  sessions  of  marriage  because  of  its  severity,  accord-  (USA);  CVS  Caremark 
counseling,  meanwhile,  cost  ing  to  experts.  Census  figures  Corporation;  Whirlpool 
about  $1000,  and  that’s  the  reported  a  decline  in  divorces  Corporation;  The  Hershey 
route  many  people  are  taking  from  1930  to  1935  during  the  Company;  State  Farm  Mutual 
these  days,  hesaid.  Great  Depression.  Automobile  Insurance;  and 

The  evidence  for  a  decline  Divorce  rates  "weren’t  high,  Hewlett-Packard, 
in  divorces  is  primarily  anec-  but  they  went  down,"  Jay  The  Parents  Television 
dotal  Johnson  said,  because  Teachman,  a  sociology  profes-  Council  based  its  rankings  on 
national  divorce  statistics  for  sor  at  Western  Washington  each  company  s  prime  time 
2008  aren’t  yet  available  but  University  in  Bellingham,  Wa.  network  television  ad  buys 
some  local  governments  that  told  MSNBC.  during  the  2007-08  season, 

report  semiannual  statistics  "People  couldn’t  afford  to  Companies  with  the  most  ads 
areseeing  a  difference.  divorce?'  on  green  light  shows  -  those 


1.  Gillsburg  Church  deacon  ordination 


2.  Winter* 


MISSIS  S  Iff  I 

BAPTISTS 


Gillaburg  Church. 

Gillsburg,  ordained 

Tommy  Smith  as  deacon 
recently.  Shown,  from  left, 
is  his  daughter  Courtney, 


5.  Groundbreaking,  Moselle  Memorial  Church 


is  his  daughter  Courtney, 
wife  Lawanda,  Smith,  and 
pastor  Chris  Teasley. 


Charles  "Chubby" 

Winters  was  ordained  to 
the  Gospel  ministry  Nov. 
8  by  Calvary  Chapel, 
Parchman.  He  is  pastor  of 
Bethany  Church,  Drew, 
and  serves  as  associate 
pastor  at  Calvary. 


Marvin  Overstreet  was 
recently  licensed  to  the 
Gospel  ministry  by 
Calvary  Church, 

Parchman.  He  is  currently 
serving  as  interim  at  Faith 
Church,  Parchman,  and  is 
associate  pastor /intern  at 
Calvary.  He  is  shown  with 
his  wife,  Carrie. 


1  .  -  '::r '/*  ' 


6.  Phalti  Church,  Prentiss 

’  •  • 


Providence  Church, 
Carrollton,  held  a  baby 
dedication  Nov.  9.  Shown 
are  John  and  Amy 
Smitherman  with  John 
Robert,  pastor  David 
Haggerty,  and  Clay  and 
JulunBeacwith  with  Hollis 
Hartley. 


The  groundbreaking  ser¬ 
vice  Tor  the  new  Family 
Life  Center  of  Moselle 
Memorial  Church,  Jones 
County  Association,  was 
held  Nov.  16.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 


3.  The  Overstreets 


G. 


Women  on  Mission,  Phalti 
Church,  Prentiss,  hosted 
Celebration:  Called  to  Love 
Nov.  13.  The  IS  ladies  who 
attended  were  challenged 
to  respond  to  God's  call  to 
love  Him  and  others. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


44r  c*i 


7.  The  McDowells 


•  »  K-C'"- 

■■  i 


Calvary  Church, 

Columbia,  honored 

Reuben  McDowell  Nov.  2 
for  15  years  as  Minister  of 
Music.  Shown  with 
McDowell  are  his  wife 
Traci  and  children  Sawyer 
and  Logan. 


10.  Cornerstone  Church, 
Purvis,  is  presenting  A 
Night  in  Bethlehem,  a 
family  interactive  walk¬ 
through  drama,  Dec.  13,  6 
-  9  p.m. 


11.  ML  Zion  Church,  Eupora, 
is  presenting  a  Christmas 
Homecoming,  Gaither 
Style,  Dec.  14,  6  p.m. 
Refreshments  following 
the  program. 


Faith  Church,  Ovett,  is 
presenting  a  live  Nativity 
scene  Dec  19-  20,  6  p.m. 


4.  Baby  dedication.  Providence  Church 


9.  Mt.  Carmel  Church, 
Edinburg,  will  be  hosting 
the  Blackwood  Legacy 
Trio  Dec.  11, 7  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken. 


12.  The  Worship  Choir  of 
Cleary  Church,  Florence, 
will  present  There  Is 
Peace  in  the  World 
Tonight  Dec.  13  and  14  at 
6  p.m. 


13.  The  youth  ,of  Randolph 
Church,  Randolph,  deliv¬ 
ered  Thanksgiving  cheer 
and  fruit  baskets  to  Lucy 
Blackwood  and  other 
church  family  shut-ins 
recently.  Participants 
included  Lindsey  Watson, 
Amity  Mooneyham, 
Shelby  Quarles,  Chathryn 
McGregor,  Haley  Watson, 
Hannan  Quarles,  Regan 
Watson,  Joe  White, 
Jennifer  Quarles,  and 
Annette  Mooneyham. 

14.  The  adult  choir  of 
McAdams  Church,  Sallis, 
will  present  its  Christmas 
cantata,  Hope  Has  Hands, 
Dec.  13, 11  a.m. 


Thb  Baftbt  Rscoro 


December  11,2006 


mm 


make  room  for  incoming  riot  •  for  Nigeria  to  have  peace 
xwt  more  victim®,  IMB  worker  Mary  and  unity, 
illed  and  Lovett  was  able  to  find  what  .•  for  hearts  to  be  open  to 
injured  in  fires  and  the  girl  needed.  hear  the  message  of  Jesus. 

Dozens  of  churches,  Tennesseans  Mary  and  her  Meanwhile,  the  United 
businesses,  and  husband  Mike  also  have  States  Commission  on 

helped  other  local  friends  like  International  Religious 

Paul  (not  his  real  name).  Freedom  (USCIRF)  has  called 
"[Pauli  is  a  very  strong  on  the  Nigerian  government  to 

launch  an  Immediate  and  inde¬ 
pendent  investigation  of  the 
clashes  and  to  prosecute  those 

found  to  be  perpetrators.  reportedly  have  been  killed  in 

The  U.S.  government  should  sectarian  and  communal 
y  when  he  started  press  Nigeria  to  launch  the  attacks  and  reprisals  betweeh 
Ere  in  the  city  Nov.  inquiry  into  the  violence,  Muslims  and  Christians.  The 
28.  After" die  tumultuous  week- 

_ _ _ he  end,  Paul  showed  up  at  die 

reported.  "At  least  one  pastor’s  Lovetts'  house  on  Monday  with 
home  was  burned  down.  It  was  only  one  shoe  and  nothing  else 

3  very  a ,M>< *  ^  In  li a n rl 


hurting  and  homeless 
News  agencies  rep 
than  300  ** 

thousands 
riots.  L  _ 
mosques, 

homes  were  burned  in  Jos,  a 
city  located  between  Nigeria's 
largely  Christian  south  and 
Muslim  north.  An  estimated 
10,000  people  have  been  dis-  to  tell  people,"  K 
placed  from  their  homes.  Paul  lives  in  a  i 

When  gunfire  quieted  Dec.  where  Christians 
2,  a  local  Baptist  pastor  ven-  live  side  by 
hired,  into  die  still-smoldering  Mike  to  woi 
dty  to  assess  the  damage.  "One  hearing  gur 
Baptist  church  lost  five  mem 
bers  and  one  deacon. 


VIOLENT  UNREST  —  Officials' of  the  Nigerian  Red  Cross  aid 
injured  victims  of  the  civil  unrest  In  the  central-Nigerian  city  of 
Jos  on  Nov.  30.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  AFP  Photo/Pius  Utomi 
Ekpei  via  Newscom) 


and  implement  preventive  "The  '  number  of  deaths  to  restore  respect  for  religious 
measures  to  head  off  such  resulting  from  sectarian  vio-  freedom  and  associated  rights 
unrest  in  the  future,  Nigerians  lence  reportedly  had  decreased  and  to  punish  perpetrators  of 
will  remain  vulnerable  to  more  over  the  past  few  years,  due  in  extremist  activity." 
deadly  conflict,"  Felice  D.  Gaer,  part  to  a  more  rapid  and  effec-  Nigeria  is  one  of  seven 
USCIRF  chair,  said  in  the  news  five  response  by  Nigerian  secu-  countries  on  USCIRFs  Watch 

rity  forces,  but  the  latest  out-  List;  11  others  are  listed  as 
break  has  reversed  that  trend.  "countries  of  particular  eon- 
"There  have  been  disturb-  cem,"  or  CPCs,  for  "ongoing, 
ing  reports  of  foreign  Islamic  egregious  violations  or  reu- 

ly  from  gious  freedom,"  according  to 

r's  website.  Watch 
ipatibg  in'  the  violence  List  countries  are  those  "where 
*,  which  is  consistent  religious  freedom  conditions 
tiie  reports  of  foreign  do  not  rise  to  the  statutory 
;s  of  funding  and  sup-  level  requiring  CPC  designa¬ 
tor  Islamic  extremist  tion  but  which  require  close 

monitoring  due  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  violations  of  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  engaged  in  or 
tolerated  by  the  governments." 


ms  and  A  Baptist  Press  query  to 
re  lived  USCIRF  was  not  answered  by 
t  popu-  deadline  on  Dec.  5  as  to 
to  the  whether  the  Nigerian  govern-  extremists,  particular! 
igerians  ment  had  signaled  any  plans  neighboring  Niger  anc 
of  the  for  action. 

happi-  Since  2002,  Nigeria  has  been 
on  USCIRFs  Watch  List,  a 
worker  group  of  countries  that  merit 
Georgia  dose  monitoring  because  of  a  r__.  — 
vill  be  significant  pattern  of  restric-  activities  in  northern  Nigeria, 
nd  vol-  tions  on  religious  freedom.  Many  Muslims  and  Christians 
sue  tak-  USCIRF  noted,  "Since  1999,  hare  been  identified  as  perpe- 
lessvil-  more  than  10,000  Nigerians  trators  of  violence  in  past 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  officers,  exec.  comm,  named 

T^Aas^(Spt^  stptfSRrta as 

Convention  Board  (MBCB),  in  for  2008-09;  Steve  Jackson  for  2008-09.  The  Executive  ■  '  ■  .  .  D  .  . .  „  ,  ^ 

their  organizational  meeting  (left),  pastor  of  McLaurin  Committee  is  charged  with  Eric  C  Clark,  member  RandyVonKanel  pastor 

on  October  29  after  adjourn-  Heights  Chuntiv  Pearl,  as  vice-  administering  the  ministries  First  Church,  Brandon  First  GiurcKTbpMo 

and  progams  of  the  convention  djf  (MBCB  President) 

board  when  the  full  board  is  Wallace  Cox.  member 

not  in  session.  Blue  Lake  Church,  Crowder  I.  Steve  Jackson,  pastor 


Convention  annua! 


2008-09  MBCB 
Executive  Committee 

Wiley  Abel,  pastor 
First  Church,  Wiggins 

Mike  Aultman,  pastor 
Military  Church,  Sumrall 

Weldon  Aultman,  member 
First  Church,  Indianola 

Hal  J.  Bates,  pastor 
First  Church,  Collinsville 


Jim  FutraL  executive  director 
MBCB 


Fairvtew  Church, 
(MBC  President) 


NOBTS  team  to  help  strained  seminary  marriages 

•jratssts  s»rs sss«  arassSSS  SsfS 


move  to  a  seminary  campus  leach  about  healthy  marriages  niaea n 
brings  many  new  dudlenges.  but  to  model  healthy  relation-  “Goc 
Seminary  families  often  are  ships  in  theu  own  marriages.*  for  us  I 

faced  with  tighter  finances.  The  team,  which  abo  semesh 
smaller  living  quarters  and  die  includes  professors  Kristin  hope  > 
strem  of  theological  studies.  Caw  Jerry  Pounds,  and  Ed  eneoun 
With  die  adjustment  to  new  Steele  along  with  dean  of  atu-  that,  to 
churches  and  new  schools  tor  dents  Craig  Garrett,  dreamed  skills  th 
die  children,  die  combined  of  creating  an  intentional  focus  m  their 
effect  can  strain  family  relation-  on  healthy  marriages  at  the  Mon  . 

shins  —  esoedallv  marriastes.  seminary  —  a  dream  that  now  paled  in  die  two-day  retreat 

KbecZne.  reality.  Gd  in  early  Octobw.  Called  A 

stressful  tor  your  marriage,''  "We  have  committed  our-  Lasting  Promise,  the  retreat 
■aid  Kathy  Steele,  assistant  pro-  selves  to  look  for  ways  to  focused  on  oneness  cornmuni- 
feaaor  of  psychology  and  coun-  strengthen  marriages  on  cam-  cation,  and  expectations  m  mar- 
seHng  VtNew  Orleans  pus^  Garrett  said^Marriage  ^_Retreatm«Bit«s  shared 
Seminary  (NOBTS).  *How  can  enrichment)  is  s  service  we  bibBcel  principles  to  help  oou- 
a  pastor  or  minister  go  out  and  hope  to  provide  students  while  pies  identify  problem  areas  in 
buUda  healthy  church  if  his  they  are  here  ...  to  give  them  thgfc  marriages  and  practical 
own  family  is  unhealthy?*  resources  to  strengthen  their 
Steele  and  a  small  group  of  marriages  and  families." 
campus  leaders  at  NOBTS  who  As  die  team  studied  the 
developed  a  burden  for  student  issue,  God  placed  a  similar  bur- 
marriagda  began  meeting  den  for  campus  marriages  on 
together  m  May  to  develop  a  the  hearts  of  die  leaders 

plan  to  help  strengthen  and  charged  with  planning  die  to  just  inspire.  _ J I 

enrich  marriages.  Known  as  the  Lea  veil  Lectures,  an  annual  took  for  successful  marriages. 
Marriage  Initiative  group,  they  event  sponsored  by  the  student  The ^organizers  were  pleas* 

believe  a  focus  on  strong  mar-  wives  organization  on  campus,  with  the  participation.  Garre 
Higes  during  ministerial  train-  Rhonda  Kelley,  wife  of  semi-  said  keeping  tne  registratic 


Uy  opened  the  door  seminary's  pi 
ive  tills  retreat  this  TheMarru 
Steele  said.  “Our  abo  received 
to  motivate  and  coincidence  - 
oupfcs,  but  not  only  marriage-foci 


ositive.  what  we  do  to  [strengthen 

ghlights  so  campus  marriages).* 
ince  of  being  Steele  noted  that  die  mar- 
in  how  you  riage  focus  is  gaining  in  pop- 
wuse,"  Steele  ularity  on  campus 

till  hearing  comments,  said,  “ft's  the  kind  of  movie  that  *One  of  the  things  that  has 

talking  about  how  gives  lob  of  hope  to  couples.*  been  exciting  to  me  is  to  see 
“  ot  things  to  work  The  dean  of  students  office  how  many  of  our  faculty  cou- 

id.  "For  us,  that  abo  provided  free  copies  of  The  pies  really  feel  a  passion  and 
s.  We  don't  want  Love  Dare,  a  40-day  guided  a  burden  to  help  students 
We  want  to  give  devotional  book  akin  to  the  deal  with  marriage  issues, 
book  featured  in  the  movie.  he  said. 


William 


University 

Hattiesburg  Gulfport  New  Orleans 


*  1  Mississippi  College 
awards  tne  first  Pete 
Evans  Scholarship  to  MC 
after  a  sudden  senior  Matt  Alexander, 
Brookhaven.  The  $5000 
scholarship  is  given  in 
memory  of  tne  late 
William  F.  “Pete"  Evans 
and  is  supplied  by 
Hattiesburg  businessman 
Bobby  Chain. 

~~  ^  William  Carey 
University  Speech  and 
Debate  Team  tied  for  first 
place  in  combined  sweep- 
stakes  with  Kansas 
Wesleyan  University  at 
the  Louisiana  State 
University  tournament 
held  recently.  Under  the 
direction  of  coach  Jennifer 
Tklbert  the  team  compet¬ 
ed  against  15  other 
schools  including 

Oklahoma  ,  City 

University,  University  of 
Arkansas,  John  Brown 
University,  University  of 
Texas  and  Sam  Houston 
State  University. 


Lee  Ormand  Gardner;  55,  died  Nov.  30  at  the  Gilmore 
Memorial  Regional  Medical  Center  in  Amory  after  a  sudden 
illness.  He  was  bom  in  Htpelo  Apr.  20, 1953.  He  grew  upin 
Shannon  and  graduated  from  Shannon  High  School  in  1971. 

liege  and  holds 
ana  New  Orleans 
at  Shannon  High 

_  si.  He  was  ordained  in 

istored  Jones  Chapel  Church,  Brewer  Church, 
irch,  and  pastored  the  Smith ville  Church  for  12 

_ _ >  Dec.  2  at  the  Smith  ville  Church.  He  is  2.  The 

his  wife,  Connie  McKay  Gardner  of  Smith  ville; 

_ _ _ _ "Bunch*  and  Martha  Gardner;  Shannon;  three 

sons,  Ben,  Drew,  and  Luke,  all  of  Smith  ville;  one  brother; 

Bud  Gardner  and  wife  Jennifer;  Ttiscaloosa,  Al^  one  sister; 

Sandy  Gardner;  Lawrence  ville,  Ga.;  one  brother-in-law, 

Larry  McKay  and  his  wife  Roberta,  Baldwin;  one  sister-in- 
law,  j  an  Halt  and  her  husband  Bobby,  Madison;  and  numer¬ 
ous  nieces  and  nephews.  — V 


He  attended  Itawamba  Community  Co 
degrees  from  Mississippi  State  University  1 
Seminary.  He  taught  and  coached  football 
School  and  became  Assistant  Prind] 

1969  andpastored  J 
Auburn  Cnurdv  and 
years.  Services  were 
survived  1  1*  “ 

parents  O. 


Pine  Grove  Church, 
Union,  has  called  Sayne 
Martin  to  his  first  full-time 
pastorate.  He  is  in  his  sec¬ 
ond  year  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  where  he  is  pur¬ 
suing  nis  Masters  of 
Divinity  degree.  Shown 
with  him  are  his  wife 
Gamble  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Maddy  and  Isabelle. 

Visit  m  Millie  at 


Designated 


2008  Best  College  Buy 

www.w111carey.edu 


This  ad  b  provided  by  the  Education  Commission  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  Education  Commission  is  the  primary 
liaison  between  Mississippi  Baptists  and  our  three  Baptist  institutions  of 
higher  learning  -  Blue  Mountain.  Mississippi  Coflege,  and  William  Carey 
University.  The  Commission  acknowledges  and  b  grateful  for  the  support 
of  MS  Baptists  for  these  three  institutions.  It  b  important  to  encourage 
potential  students  in  our  churches  and  youth  programs  to  consider 
attending  a  Baptist  coBege/unJversity  in  Mississippi. 


Mumbai  attacks  add  to  mix  of  India,  Pakistan  tensions 


MUMBAI,  India  (BP)  — 
from 


The  smoke  from  days  of  ter* 
rorism  has  barely  cleared. 
Nearly  200  people  in  India's 
largest  city  are  dead. 
Hundreds  more  lie  wounded. 
Yet  world  attention  already  is 
shifting  from  Mumbai  itself  to 
international  fallout  from  the 
attacks,  such  as: 

•  whether  the  bloody 
assault  on  Mumbai  will  spark 
a  retaliation  from  India 
against  its  bitter  rival 
Pakistan,  from  which  the  ter¬ 
rorists  reportedly  came. 

•  Both  powers  possess 
nuclear  arms  and  have  come 


tragedy  to  draw  people  of  all 
religions  to  the  end  of  them¬ 
selves,  of  their  own  plans  and 
dreams,  and  desire  to  know 
the  real  truth  about  the  reason 
for  their  tenuous  existence  * 
How  does  the  worker  feel 
personally?  "We  have  person¬ 
ally  been  shut  out  from  the 


city  because  of  security  issues 
(related  to  the  attacks]  and  are 
feeling  probably  as  numb  as 
'  of  the  citizens  here,"  he 


an 


dose  to  using  them  against 
each  other  in  the  past. 

•  What  would  new  India- 


Pakistan  tensions  mean  for 
the  war  against  the  Taliban  in 
Afghanistan  and  lawless 
northwest  Pakistan? 

While  military  and  political 
analysts  monitor  those  possi¬ 
bilities,  Mumbai's  people 
need  prayer;  said  an  American 
Christian  worker  based  there. 
“Our  city  has  been  a  scene  of 
tragedy  and  terror  over  the 
.past  few  days,  but  it's  not 
over;*  the  worker  said. 

“The  effects  will  be  deeply 
felt  for  months  and  years  to 
come  by  the  families  of  those 
who  have  lost  loved  ones  — 
and  for  those  who  have  felt 
their  sense  of  security  in  this 


"This  has  been  a  very  sad 
week,  sad  for  the  city's  loss  of 
life  and  sense  of  security  but 
worse,  sad  for  the  Kingdom's 
loss,  for  among  the  dead  are 
Muslim  terrorists,  Hindus,  a 
rabbi's  family,  hotel  employ¬ 
ees,  socialites,  businessmen 
from  many  countries,  and 
more. 

"Perhaps  there  was  a 
believer  among  them.  Apart 
from  that  possibility,  they  all 

—  terrorists  and  victims  alike 

—  right  now  face  the  same 
eternity  before  one  God.  We 
lift  up  our  hearts  and  cry  out 
to  Him  for  this  city’s  redemp¬ 
tion. 

"How  do  we  feel?  We  feel 
that  the  Gospel  be 


an 


urgency  that  the  Gospel 
i red  among  all  of  the  los 
The  wcyker,  who  ministers 
among  ^multiple  people 
groups  in  the  city,  also  nas  an 


Indian  policemen  walk  through  the  carnage  at  the  Chattrapati  Shivaji 

in  a  series  of  deadly  attacks  that  t 


GRIM  SCENE 

Railway  terminal  in  Mumbai' —  one  of  several  sites  Tn  a  series 
on  Nov.  26,  with  two  five-star  hotels  among  the  targets  of  gunmen 
rifles  and  grenades.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  AFP  PHOTO/STR 


in  late 


eadly  attacks  that  begar 
armed  with  powerful  assault 
via  Newscom)  - 


dtyslip  away." 

TV  news  reports  may  be 


urgent  concern  about  poten¬ 
tial  bac*  *  * 


cklash  against  minori- 


igai 

ties  —  particularly  against 
Muslims. 


showing  Mumbai's 


people 
i!  in  the 


\g  Mum 

getting  back  to  normal 
city  of  more  than  18  million  or 
defiantly  protesting  the 
attacks  and  the  politicians 
they  believe  failed  to  prevent 
them,  but  the  trauma  goes 
deep. 

"The 


fact  of  the  terrorist 
attacks  has  numbed  the  city's 
population,"  the  worker 
noted.  "People  were  indis¬ 
criminately  murdered  for  rea¬ 
sons  as  yet  only  speculated 
about.  Please  pray  for  God  to 
work  in  this  horrible  human 


,-4 

*PleaSe  pray  for  ongoing 
communal  harmony,  •  he 
urged.  "Pray  that  those  who 
would  incite  hatred  and 
repercussions  here,  not  for 
ideology  as  they  purport  but 
for  personal  gain,  will  not  suc¬ 
ceed.  The  city's  populace  is 
vulnerable." 

The  Mumbai  attacks  come  in 
the  wake  of  many  violent  inci¬ 
dents  in  India  over  the  past 


year;  including  ongoing  terror¬ 
ism  in  Kashmir,  bombings  in 


multiple  dties,  and  extremist 


Hindu  attacks  on  Christians  in 
Orissa  and  other  states. 

Even  as  India  increases  its 
international  profile,  growing 
ethnic  and  religious  tensions 
have  led  some  Indian  com¬ 
mentators  to  wonder  if  the 
nation  will  survive  as  a  secu¬ 
lar  democracy. 

"(A]ll  of  these  are  signs  of  a 
simmering  India,"  said  Bobby 
Gupta,  president  of  the 
Christian  ministry  organiza¬ 
tion  HCI  Global  Partners,  in  a 
call  to  prayer  following  the 
Mumbai  attacks. 

"This  is  not  why  our 
[nation]  was  formed.  It  was 
intended  to  facilitate  inde¬ 
pendence...  with  human 


rights  to  all  people  providing 
freedom  [and]  justice  for  all 
mankind,  but  this  is  fast 
crumbling  in  the  midst  of  a 
growing  economy  and  mod¬ 
ernization  of  the  nation. 

"The  hope  to  become  an 
economic  influence  could 
crumble  and  the  opportunity 
for  the  church  to  have  a  global 
impact  could  be  lost." 

He  called  on  Christians  to 
pray  for  peace  in  India,  for  the 
nation's  leaders,  for  courage 
among  Indian  believers  and 
for  a  "value  transformation" 
among  young  people  so  the 
next  generation  will  live  in 
peace  and  harmony. 

India,  he  said,  could 


become  "an  incredible  global 
influence"  to  carry  the  Gospel 
throughout  the  world.  "Only 
prayer  can  make  this  change, 
he  said. 


MISSISSIPPI 


BAPTISTS 


The  Baptist  Record 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 
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nee...  with  human  India,  he  said,  could 

'focused  prayer'  effort  in  January 

in  our  NAMB's  Baptist  Men's  Task  Force  rec-  small-group  accountability  plai 


NAMB 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Recognizing  both  the  power  of  prayer 
and  me  urgent  need  for  men  to  pray,  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  is  issuing  a  call  for  Baptist  men 
to  engage  in  focused  prayer  in  January. 
The  result  could  be  thie  largest-ever 
combined  prayer  effort  by  Southern 
Baptist  men  in  praying  for  God  to  do  a 
fresh  work  among  them  and  across 
North  America. 

-  To  help  men  do  this,  NAMB's  mission 
education  team  has  prepared  a  31-day 
prayer  guide  to  lead  men  in  seven  areas 
of  prayer 


•  recognize  God's  plan  for  men. 

•  a  call  to  he  “ 


holiness. 

•  confession  and  repentance. 

•  passion  for  the  church  as  the  bride 
of  Christ. 

•  models  of  mission  action. 

•  the  hearts  of  men. 

•  workers  for  the  harvest. 

"We're  convinced  we  won't  have  clar¬ 


ity  of  purpose  and  mission  in  our 
churches  without  a  genuine  movement 
of  God,"  said  Jim  Burton,  NAMB's  mis¬ 
sion  education  team  leader.  "There’s  no 
resource  we  can  create  that  can  replace  a 
genuine  movement  of  God  among  men, 
so  that's  what  Baptist  men  will  be  pray¬ 
ing  for  in  January." 

Burton  said  state  mission  education 
leaders  affirmed  the  idea  to  mobilize 
Southern  Baptist  men  in  prayer  at  the 
2008  NAMB  Mission  Education 
Roundtable  in  New  Orleans.  The  state 
leaders  were  concerned  by  a  decline  in 
Baptist  men's  enrollment  over  the  past 
decade,  but  more  concerned  about  the 
deep  need  for  a  movement  of  God 
among  Christian  men  in  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 

At  first,  the  plan  was  for  state  and 
national  mission  education  leaders  to 
pray  together  during  January  for  the 
future  of  men's  work  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 


NAMB's  Baptist  Men's  Task  Force  rec¬ 
ommended  involving  local  churches 
in  the  effort.  Now  more  than  50,000 
copies  of  the  prayer  guide  have  been 

firinted  and  more  have  been  down- 
oaded  online. 

"We  need  to  pray  that  God  will  do 
a  work  among  the  men  of  our  church¬ 
es,"  Burton  said.  "Many  of  the  i^ 
occurring  issues  in  our  culture  can 
traced  to  fathers  being  absent  physF 
cally,  emotionally  and  spiritually.  God 
has  called  men  to  lead  their  families 
on  mission.  We  cannot  be  a  conven¬ 
tion  on  mission  until  our  men  are 
leading  their  families  to  do  likewise." 

The  January  prayer  focus  comes  as 
NAMB  launches  tne  SBC’s  first-ever 
weekly  men's  mission  education  cur¬ 
riculum.  Baptist  Men  Online,  a  week¬ 
ly  e-newsletter  available  free  of 
cnarge  beginning  in  January,  will 
include  a  missions  focus  article;  a  per¬ 
sonal  development  article;  weekly 


small-group  accountability  plans; 
urgent  mission  prayer  requests;  and 
monthly  mission  meeting  plans. 

In  the  past,  Baptist  Men  have  used 
monthly  mission  education  curriculum 
provided  first  by  the  SBC's  former 
Brotherhood  Commission  and  then  by 
NAMB.  Churches  that  mobilize  men  to 
pray  together  during  January  are 
encouraged  to  then  us^the  Baptist  Men 
Online  curriculum  to  begin  or  strength¬ 
en  a  men's  ministry  in  their  church. 

"We're  seeing  a  real  desire  among 
men  to  connect  with  God's  purpose  in  a 
way  that's  real,"  Burton  said.  "We 
believe  Baptist  Men  Online  can  be  a 
vehicle  to  help  them  do  that." 


Editor's  note:  The  31-day 
can  be  either  downloaded 


guide 
the  Baptist 
Men's  national  website  af  www.bmen.net, 
or  ordered  from  Baptist  state  convention 
mission  education  leaders.  1b  sign  up  for 
Baptist  Men  Online,  visit  www.vmen.net. 
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Houseparents  Needed 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  an  opening  for  a  Christian, 
mission-minded,  husband  and  wife  team  without  dependent 
children  to  serve  in  the  position  of  relief  houseparents. 

Houseparents  receive  an  excellent  salary  with  benefits  and 
work  a  10  day  on  5  day  off  work  schedule.  All  qualified  can¬ 
didates  must  be  at  least  25  years  of  age,  have  a  high  energy 
level,  excellent  driving  record  and  no  criminal  history.  They 
also  must  have  a  high  A 

school  education  or  GEO.  A  £ 

private  bedroom  and  meals 

are  included  while  on  duty.  MmM 

For  more  information  and 
to  request  an  application  v  ■■  ® 

please  call 


and  Dewitt  Hodnett  of  Anguilla 
d  1.000  lbs  of  sweet  potatoes  to  T1 
Children's  Village  just  in  time  for 
living,  limmy  Turner  owner  of  The 
Dtato  Shed  in  Beizoni,  Mississippi 


The  Wild  Turkey 


to  The 


1  and  Christmas 
to  BCV  Public 


Give  to  Missions  build  that  Baptist  Center?  You  prayed  fi 
(Rony  1533-28)  did — you  ana  others  who  con-  938  beat 
Paul  planned  to  visit  tributed  to  the  Lottie  Moon  the  Lord 
believers  in  Rome.  He  Christmas  Offering  for  “shoe  lea 
desired  they  equip  him  International  Missions.  Debbie  Dia 

(v.  and  I  give  our  largest  Christinas  ( 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Your  Missions  Involvement 

Matthew  935-38;  28:18-20;  Romans  1533-28 
By  Bill  Patterson  *MV  nastor  * 


|  24).  From 

we  learn  a  spiritual 
principle:  those  who 
know  the  Lord  are  to 
help  others  carry  the 
gospel  to  those  wno  do 
— - .  —  know  the  Lord. 

He  con-  Xf  _ ZZ _ 

South  Korea  as  a  missionary,  I 
„  w  attended  a  baptismal  service  on  a 
missionary.  1  basic  training  base  near  Nonsan, 
in  die  center  of  die  country.  The 
is  not  just  Nonsan  Baptist  Center;  located 
ossing  an  on  die  base,  was  a  site  for  evan- 
person  a  gelism  among  young  South 

omething  Korean  inductees  who  were 

the  plane  experiencing  the  difficulties  of  the  people,  really 

f  a  person  "boot  camp.  That  day  six-hurt-  and  felt  great  come 

y  before  dred-and-eighty-six  men  who 

going  to  had  come  to  Know  the  Lord  were 


Moon  Umstian  Uttenng  We  died,  she  called  me  to  her  bed- 
always  think  of  that  Baptist  side  to  share  some  words  that 
Center  when  we  do.  will  always  be  important  to  me. 

Pmy  for  Workers  We  often  save  important  words 

(Matt  935-38)  until  the  end.  Jesus,  knowing  He 

.  ,  ,  Jesus  was  moved  to  compas-  would  be  with  the  disciples  only 

few  months  after  arriving  in  sion  when  He  "saw*  the  multi-  a  short  while,  shared  his  last 

tudes  (v.  36).  Do  you  and  I  words  in  the  Book  of  Matthew, 
really  see  people?  When  we  the  Great  Commission.  Are  you 
stand  before  the  clerk  in  the  a  Great  Commission  Christian? 
grocery,  do  we  see  only  a  per-  Prayers  and  gifts,  important 
son  who  will  help  with  our  as  they  are,  can  never  take  die 
purchases  or  someone  who  is  place  of  our  personal  witness, 
loved  of  God  and  bound  either  The  Great  Commission  calk  us 
for  heaven  or  hell?  Jesus  saw  to  give  ourselves  to  intemation- 
'V  saw  them,  al,  intercultural,  and  interracial 
great  compassion.  missions.  What  can  you  do  to 
It  is  not  recorded  that  Jesus  make  disciples  in  your  area, 
.  ..,  t  PS)"**  f?T,  t^cir  salvation,  state,  and  nation?  Have  you  vol- 

baptized.  HI  never  forget  that  although  I  believe  He  did.  More  unteered  to  go  on  a  mission  trip? 
service  or  ^  joyous  singing  of  than  praying  for  the  lost  Jesus'  Wherever  you  witness,  nearby  br 
the  group  after  their  baptisms.  emphasis  was  on  praying  for  die  for  away,  you'll  be  singing  with 
Several  thousand  men  each  laborers.  The  Cireek  indicates  die  boy  mentioned  earner  m  this 
year  come  to  know  the  Lord  Jesus  taught  His  disdples  to  pray  article,  "lama  missionary." 

while  visiting  the  Nonsan  for  workers  to  be  "thrust  our  - - 

Baptist  Center.  Do  you  know  into  the  harvest  fields.  Later  on,  Patterson  is  pastor  of  First 
who  provided  the  funds  to  some  of  those  disciples  who  Church,  Richland. 


Patterson 


singing  those  words  as  he  gath-  then  you're  doing  part  of  what 
ered  salad  from  the  buffet.  It  was  a  missionary  does/"  Hecon- 
Suncty  afternoon  at  a  Western  tinued  along  the  salad  line  with 
Sizzlin  outside  Richmond,  his  infectious  smile,  singing  as 
Virginia.  My  wife  Debbie  and  I  he  went,  "I  am  a  r  *  •  K  K  - 
were  there  with  others  from  the  am  a  missionary." 

International  Mission  Board's  He  was  right.  It  is  not  just 
Missionary  Learning  Center,  age,  education,  or  crossing  an 
Our  family  was  preparing  to  go  ocean  that  makes  a  person  a 


ine  ooy,  around  seven,  was 
happy  as  he  could  be.  He  wasn't 
part  of  our  group,  but  his  family 


tion.  "A  lie  is  an  abomination 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  Others  Helped  You 

I  Thessalonians  2:1-16 


_ .  . -  secuted  them  just  as  Jewish 

f  Thessalonians  com-  to  the  Lord. .  .and  a  very  present  believers  were  treated. 

\  pelled  them  to  share  help  in  time  of  trouble."  The  Jews  responsible  for 

|  Hjyfl  the  gospel  and  their  Live  what  You  Te 
to.  n  II  lives  as  well.  Praise 

9k1  M  trom  men  was  not 

their  motivation.  I _ 

Love  is  the  greatest  hours  (probably  tent  making) 

1  ,1  motivation  we  have  fL  ‘L - •  *  “  *  * 

for  living  godly  lives. 

Rogers  Love  covers  a  multi- 
i  tude  of  sins.  Paul  and  life"  among  them 

learts.  his  companions  might  have 

isition  asserted  their  rights  > _ I 

Paul  authority  as  apostles  of  Christ, 
tends  but  they  did  not. 
i  that  In  Philippi  Paul  had  been 
hosen  cast  into  prison  and  received 
name  insulting  treatment.  Some  of 
s  and  these  same  Jews  who  opposed 
:rtain-  him  there  came  to  Thessafonica 
:h  he  to  continue  their  harassment. 

(Acts  It  is  amazing  how  vicious 
>n  did  people  can  be  when  their 
ing;it  power  is  threatened  or  when 


Live  what  You  Teach  ,4  Jesus'  death  were  hostile  to 
Paul  reminds  his  readers  of  Paul  and  other  believers, 
how  hard  he  worked  when  he  Throughout  Biblical  history, 
was  with  them.  He  worked  long  God's  prophets  were  rejected 
“(l  l"u,y  ~ ~l-~)  90  and  mistreated.  Jewish  reli- 

that  he  would  not  be  a  burden  to  gious  men  considered  them- 
uie  Thessalonians.  He  lived  a  selves  exclusively  God's  chosen 
holy,  righteous  and  blameless  people.  In  fact,  they  were  the 
life  among  them.  He  saw  his  chosen  people,  but  they  refused 
ministry  as  encouraging,  com-  to  accept  tnat  God's  salvation 
and  forting  and  urging  them  to  live  also  was  extended  to  Gentiles, 
lives  worthy  of their  new  calling  How  glad  we  are  that  salva- 

as  children  of  God.  tion  is  extended  to  all.  In  our 

The  world  sees  how  we  live  country  today  we  do  not  have 
our  lives  and  take  note  to  see  if  harsh  persecution.  However; 
we  are  "walking  the  talk".  Years  we  may  face  some  discrimina- 
ago,  I  was  shocked  to  hear  a  tion  and/or  prejudices.  We 
deacon  (not  from  my  church!)  know  that  there  are  places  in 
repeatedly  taking  God's  name  the  world  where  Christians  do 
in  vain  at  a  local  store.  This  man  face  persecution.  Here  we  are 
was  active  in  church,  but  his  tes-  more  likely  to  see  apathy, 
j  . .  ,  _  timony  in  the  community  was  Sharing  Bible  truths  with 

told  they  are  wrong.  The  mes-  questionable  at  best.  others  will  promote  Christian 

senger  becomes  the  target  of  Teach  for  Results  growth  as  well  as  help  others, 

slander  and  downright  cruelty.  How  wonderful  it  is  when  As  Christians,  it  is  important  to 
I  have  heard  that  you  can  individuals  hear  the  Word,  "talk  the  talk"  and  to  cwalk  the 
prove  anything  by  the  Bible  by  believe  it  and  respond  in  a  pos-  walk"  if  we  would  be  effective 
taking  things  out  of  context,  itive  way.  Paul  expresses  witnesses. 

Barbara  Johnson,  in  her  book  thanks  for  the  Thessalonians'  - 

Daily  Splashes  of  Joy,  gives  the  response  to  the  gospel.  Their  Rogers  is  a  member  of  Main 
following  humorous  illustra-  countrymen  ridiculed  and  per-  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
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Zoo  bails  on  Creation  Museum  pact  after  criticism 

CINCINNATI  (BP)  —  A  Christmas  decision  and  its  impact 

season  partnership  between  the  on  the  families  and  visi-  ^  m  ,4  4* 

Cincinnati  Zoo  and  the  Creation  tors  to  the  region  who  If. ;  1  ■-  ^  ........  .  ...  <  % 

Museum  aimed  at  boost  me  tourism  would  have  enjoyed  lei  '  ‘  ‘"r  4*  ...  *  '  1  .  *  ‘  ...  . 'Mi 


have  allowed  visitors  to  see  both  attrac-  Museum  founder  and 
tions  for  $25.95  (one  adult  admission),  president  Ken  Ham 
a  savings  of  $9  compared  to  the  normal  said  in  a  statement, 
combined  price.  It  had  been  in  the  "Both  the  Creation 
works  for  months  and  was  designed  as  Museum  and  die 
a  way  to  promote  the  zoo's  Festival  of  Cincinnati  Zoo  have 
Lights  and  the  museum's  Bethlehem's  put  together  spectacu- 
Blessings,  which  features  a  free  live  lar  Christmas  displays, 
outdoor  nativity.  and  we  were  excited  to 

The  zoo,  though,  withdrew  from  the  partner  with  diem  to 
partnership  Dec.  1  before  any  combo  promote  these  events  in 
tickets  were  sold.  In  a  unique  twist,  the  a  combination  package 
Creation  Museum  —  which  opened  in  that  would  have  been 
2007  and  presents  a  scientific  explana-  of  great  value  to  die 
tion  for  die  biblical  view  of  creation  —  community." 
says  it  will  offer  the  full  $9  discount  Ham  added  that  he 
on  its  adult  tickets  through  and  his  family  are 

members  of  the 


KTff  1,  .  ,  _ _ 

Some  of  the  complaints  asserted  Cincinnati  Zoo  and  .  V  ■  JL  &*$**'  7  »  ; 

that  the  zoo  was  partnering  with  an  that  the  museum  has  j  *  ’ .  %/"*  -'V  ‘  '  Y j 

attraction  that  promotes  pseudo-sci-  and  will  continue  to  r  'i  jLy»  4  i* 

ence.  Others  said  the  zoo  shouldn't  be  promote  the  zoo,  |  yf?)*  *"$V’ 

partnering  with  a  museum  that  pro-  which  he  describes  as  g  r.  ap* af +  :£f|  f%1 

a  religious  viewpoint  ere-  on  the  •<  |S 

ation.  The  museum  teaches  that  the  museum's  website  and 
universe  is  diousands,  and  not  mil-  in  printed  materials. 

lions,  of  years  old.  I  have  learned  that  LIFELIKE  CREATURES  —  Animatronic  dinosaurs  roar  at  the  Creation  Musei 

"They  seem  like  diametrically  the  zoo  received  hun-  project  in  northern  Kentucky  just  across  the  Ohio  River  from  Cincinnati  that 
opposed  institutions,"  James  Leach,  a  dreds  of  complaints  vjew  ^  mankind's  beginnings.  The  Cincinnati  Zoo  has  come  under  criticism  f< 
Cincinnati  radiologist  told  The  from  what  appear  to  be  museum  under  a  joint  ticket  package.  (BP  photo) 

Cincinnati  Enquirer.  "The  Cincinnati  some  very  intolerant  ’ _ 

Zoo  is  one  of  mis  city's  treasures.  The  people,  ana  so  I  under-  t 

Creation  Museum  is  an  international  stand  the  zoo's  perspective,"  he  said,  e-mails.  It's  pretty  dear  this  is  more  of  "Anyone  who  tour 

laughingstock. "  "Frankly,  we  are  used  to  this  kind  of  a  distraction."  opening  weekend  01 

The  zoo  ahd  the  museum  —  which  criticism  from  our  opponents,  and  so  In  essence,  die  museum  is  a  creationist  would  Be  astounded  at 
has  had  more  than  600,000  visitors  being  expelled'  like  this  is  not  a  huge  answer  to  popular  natural  history  muse-  and  expanded  exhibit 
since  it  opened  in  May  2007  —  said  die  surprise...  urns.  It  features  roaring  animatronic  the  Creation  Musev 

partnership  was  no  different  than  simi-  ‘It’s  a  pity  that  intolerant  people  dinosaurs,  more  than  5q  educational  founder  Mark  Looy  sa 
far  ones  die  zoo  has  with  the  Cincinnati  have  pushed  for  our  expulsion  simply  video  displays,  and  a  special  effects  die-  The  Bethlehem’s 

Reds  and  die  Newport  Aquarium.  The  because  of  our  Christian  faith.  Some  of  a  ter  complete  with  three  screens,  vibrat-  opens  Dec.  12.  The  nr 
$27  million,  60,000-square-foot  their  comments  on  blogs  reveal  great  ing  seats,  simulated  wind,  and  mist  ium  (additional  chai 

Creation  Museum  is  located  in  intolerance  for  anything  having  to  do  In  the  year  and  a  half  since  it  opened,  ing  a  Christmas  Star 

Petersburg,  Ky.,  just  across  die  river  with  Christianity.  museum  officials  have  added  a  two-story,  - 

from  Cincinnati.  It  is  operated  by  Zoo  spokesman  Chad  Yelton  told  dinosaur-themed  Dino  Den  and  outdoor  Editor's  note:  Mon 
Answers  in  Genesis.  *  the  Enquirer,  "When  we  partner  with  petting  zoo,  and  have  expanded  the  botan-  the  Creation  Museum 

"We  are  disappointed  with  the  zoo's  the  Reas,  we  don't  get  these  kinds  of  teal  gardens  surrounding  the  museum.  CreationMuseum.org. 


Cult  materials  to  be  housed,  studied  at  Midwestern  Seminary 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  —  When  Kansas  City,  Mo.  "Our  institution's  In  1978  he  became  a  full-time  mis-  illuminated  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  By 
James  Walker  hears  of  another  person  interest  in  the  Watchman  library  sionary  to  cults.  The  organization  helping  cult  members  recognize  the 
converted  to  faith  in  Christ  after  years  stems  from  our  desire  to  understand  expanded  to  staff  offices  in  eight  controlling  exercised  by  a  person  or 
of  deception  in  a  cult,  he  rejoices  at  the  ami  reach  cultic  enthusiasts  with  the  states,  involving  many  ministers  with  group  and  now  their  faith  has  been 
news  —  but  if  that  new  believer  is  Gospel"  Thor  Madsen,  Midwestern's  Southern  Baptist  ties.  misplaced,  they  become  more  open  to 

eager  to  discard  newsletters  and  books  academic  dean,  said.  A  fourth-generation  Mormon,  the  Gospel. 

filled  with  the  false  teaching  that  once  "We  trust  that  expertise  gained  Walker  walked  away  from  serving  as  a  Walker  combines  original  cult 


harmful  literature  can  serve  to  enlight-  postmodern  world  in  which  the  desire  Ten  years  arter  joining  the  staff  of 
en  those  who  study  Christian  apolo-  to  find  something  to  believe  in  Watchman  Fellowship,  he  became 
getics.  Former  practitioners  are  just  remains  strong.  "We  might  suppose  president  in  1994,  developing  curricu- 
one  source  of  materials  that  Walker  that  as  America  gives  up  Christianity,  turn  materials  and  leading  conferences 
and  the  staff  of  Watchman  Fellowship  it  will  default  to  naturalism,  which  in  local  churches  and  theological 
acquire  to  build  an  extensive  library  of  rejects  all  forms  of  religious  belief,"  schools. 

primary  source  material.  Madsen  said.  "Our  goal  is  to  equip  the  body  of 

Over  die  past  30  years,  materials  "What  we  actually  see,  hoover;  is  Christ  for  discernment  and  evange- 
from  countless  cultic  groups  that  a  turning  to  all  sorts  of  do-it-yourself,  lism,  to  educate  the  community  to  the 
range  from  the  New  Age  Movement,  garage-band  worldviews,  prime  dangers  of  religious  cults  and  to  evan- 
to  the  Unification  Church  have  been  examples  of  which  are  studied  by  die  gelize  those  lost  in  cultic  deception," 
collected  by  scouring  yard  sales,  used  Watchman  Fellowship."  Walker  said. 

bookstores  and  family  files.  It  was  the  frustration  of  being  inad-  He  advises  incorporating  two  ele- 

Because  making  such  materials  equately  trained  to  answer  the  ments  for  an  effective  witness  to  some- 
available  to  seminary  students  will  Jehovans  Witnesses  who  came  to  his  one  trapped  in  a  cult:  love  and  author- 
help  equip  future  ministers  recognize  doorstep  that  motivated  Watchman  ity.  An  expression  of  personal  concern 
cultic  deception  and  counter  it  with  a  founder  David  Henke  to  search  for  lit-  and  interest  in  the  individual  as  a  per- 
Christian  witness.  Watchman  erature  on  the  subject,  contacting  son,  not  just  a  cult  member,  communi- 
Fellowship  in  placing  part  of  its  col-  every  author  or  organization  for  cates  that  love.  Then  a  Christian  relies 
lection  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  which  he  could  find  an  address.  upon  the  authority  of  God's  Word, 


